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Storytelling and Mime workshops in Bloemfontein,
“You must find something that you like enough to take
risks, jump over obstacles and break through the brick
walls that are in front of you.” - George Lucas

Above: learning
basic mime movements expansion and
contaction.
Left: Acting out
the story of
Jesus raising Lazarus from the
dead.

Right:
A fierce Goliath taunting
David. We
used available materials
for costume
and props.

Left: A victorious David
exulting in
the defeat of
the giant.
We critiqued
each performance.
What did we
like and
what could
be better?

We started the first training on storytelling, mime
and drama in Bloemfontein, South Africa. Twenty church
members attended, learning various theater techniques
and dramatizing characters from gospel parables. Those
involved in missionary projects attended the training
which will greatly strengthen their ability to tell and dramatize stories from the gospel in various mission fields.
Our second stop was at the San Bonifacio High School
in Maputsoe, Lesotho. Fifty children participated in the
training. The school already had a theatrical group and
we worked closely with their talented teacher. The young
people were able to express themselves and prepare a
skit on the negative effects of electronic technology in
Cyberspace.
We also went around to the classrooms and asked what
subject they were studying and performed stories on that
theme. For example, one class was studying business
management. We told and acted out the stories of “Find
a Need & Fill it” which was a true story of a young couple who were struggling to run a pharmacy in the arid
MidWest and came up with the idea of offering free ice
water, another one told of a shoeshine boy who started a
successful business by reinvesting his profits. We also
told and performed the story of Stone Soup for the Home
Economics department. They were desperately in need
of equipment for their students so that they could pass
the exam and get the necessary qualifications. We
prayed for her and will be trying to get some of the needed equipment. We encouraged her to use what she has
and ask for help as well, which was the theme of the story.
At the end of each of these stories we tied Bible verses
into the theme to bring out the spiritual applications. One
of the verses we used was “Seek first the kingdom of
God and all these things will added unto you.”
We also went to an autistic center where we had a lot of
interactive fun with the kids as we mimed different animals together.

Please let us know if you would like to help in any way with our community projects.
Thank you very much! Please contact us at e-mail: new2mailbox@yahoo.com
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Training the Trainers : “You have often heard me teach. Now I
want you to tell these same things to followers who can be
trusted to tell others.” 2Timothy 2:2

Left: A Congolese priest at the
school joined in
the training.
Right: We
worked together
with the drama
teacher at the
Maputse school.

Far Left: We used various drama activities with
the trainers to encourage them to develop their
creativity and discover new body movements
for expression.
Left: Expressing the 5 basic emotions.
Bottom Left: Training the teachers at a school in
Heritage High School in eastern Lesotho.
Below: With the principal and her daughter who
we trained at Quecha’s Nex, Lesotho.

Cooperative efforts with churches and schools
Far left: In a planning
meeting with the
church we worked with
in Bloemfontein.
Left: We did a mime
performance at the
Sunday service on the
Symbols of Christ
found in the Gospels.
Door to heaven, bread
and water of life, the
True Vine, and more.

Left and Right
We helped the
church with their
mission fundraising events
by doing face
painting and
performing 2
puppet shows.
Below: acting
out the parable
of the Pharisee
and the tax
collector praying
at the temple.

“It put me in a place of empowerment. I
learned how to show emotion and be the
part. This is a new tool that I can use in my
home church. I felt enlightened and enjoyed
it. Stories became alive and I learned as I
watched what other people did. “ Gary

Left: acting out the story of Abram and
Sarai—Genesis 20
Far Left and left above: The church volunteers made teams and prepared stories to
perform for the local village. 2 prayers story
Above: We are working with this teacher
to acquire needed kitchen utensils for her
students to take the culinary arts exam.

Mime & Storytelling Workshop at San Bonifacio High School, Maputsoe, Lesotho
Left: We found the
students very talented and
enthusiastic.

“I enjoyed the
training. The exercises opened
us up. We acquired some
very helpful
tools.”
Drama teacher

Far Left & Left: Participants
learned basic recurring mime
movements such as push,
pull, lift, tear, penetrate, glide,
drag, float and more.

Below: Working together with
the school’s very talented
drama teacher.

Left: Students brought an object
that was special to them that
they dramatized in story form.
This story is a gift of a yo-yo to
his daughter when she was ill.

Right: Masks were used to create and act
out characters. Mask making was also
learned.
Below: We did a mime skit for the school’s
morning assembly relating to them how they
are like a plant that is now growing and with
the proper care, will soon bear good fruit.

